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article appeared . the Washington post 

on PAGE 61 _J ; 11 Jul y 1981 



\CK ANDEKSON 


Long Memories 
In New Jerseyl, 
About 3nTR|cIi; 

Tscherim-VSoobzokov, a^reskiejit\of 
Patersony^T^^vho wa^accuseckof 

World 1 Wa^^^stimMtS^fotesta 
by anti-Nazi^activista'/outaide his 
home and threats against hini and his- 

- ■ 

A1 though tmy’associate Billj Graver 
interviewed 1 Soobzokov' andhis lawyer 
extensively ljefore our’ first/ report on - 

him, ft fiHtft inpf fe in form a H nm ^fi rtp ri r* 

immigratibn^authorities and th& Jus - > 
tice Department,''"'! feet thatSoob-: 
zokov ■#' entitled to t more"space totell 
his side’of a oomplkated stbry*Ujj*>. 

The controversy.., overyScwbzokov 
centers on statement he made when 
he applied for^entry to*Jhe. ! United 
States in. 1953 from Jordan, where he 
had fled afteriWorjd War: It A native 
of the Soviet, Union, Soobzokov/now * 
57, became an officer in/what was al- 
legedly a Caucasian unit of the Waf- 
fen SS,' the-: combat arm.ofiHitlerV 
■ storm trooper!^** 

Soobzokov acknowledged this ques- 
tionable past when, he applied for im- 
migration tothe ■ United States. But 


friended him. Soobzokov says he used 
his- SS. officer’s uniform and travel 
V documents to go to Hungary with a 
‘ group- of stateless refugees who were 
: fleeing both the Nazis and the oncom- 
ing Russians in the closing months of 
the war in Europe. 

He blames his troubles on an at- 
tempt to discredit him by a political 
rival in# the Circassian refugee com- 
munity in-;New Jersey, where he set- 
tled on arrival in the United States. 

Soobzokov : claims, with some jus- 
tice, vto be the most investigated in- 
dividual in the country. . Yet the Im- 
migration and Naturalization Service 
dropped its case against him last year, 

- and the Justice Department ended its 
investigation in January, . informing 
Soobzokov that it intended - to “take 

• no further action against him.” • 

; One Justice Department official exV 
pressed the opinion that# too muchJ 
time and effort had been expended on.^ 
the Soobzokov investigation, when 
there are many ex-Nazis living in this 
country with far more damaging ev- 
idence against them, t .. J ^ 

For Americans, it is hard " to figure 
out the truth in the charges and coun- 
tercharges that seem to fly continually 
among members of the European ref- 
ugee communities who found haven in 
this country after the nightmare of 
World War IL Memories fade after 36 

• years, and dry official documents are 


he insists,- vehemently^ that^the SS not always reliable. . . .£• 

unit he joined existed only as a cover Perhaps ^ the most - striking thing 
and only on paper, and was- organized about -Tscherim Soobzokov is his de- 
by a former Albanian colonel who be-^ termination to seek public vindication^. 
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